EDITOR'S PREFACE.

THIS second volume, which completes the translation of the
first part of Mirkhond's ' General History/ contains a good
deal of interesting matter. The Moslem version of our
Bible stories is continued from the death of M.usa [Moses]
to the mission of I'sa [Jesus], with details of Ms birth, life,
and death, which tend to confirm Gibbon's statement that
' the wonders of the genuine and apocryphal gospels are
profusely heaped on his head;' and the Latin Church has
not disdained to borrow from the Koran some stories con-
nected with his virgin mother. In addition to the above,
the biographies of Alexander the Great, of certain philoso-
phers, and of the kings of the first four Persian dynasties,
from an unknown period B.C., up to A.B. 632, are given at
some length. To these are also added some stories con-
nected with early Christianity, and others on the excellence
of knowledge and wisdom.

Since the publication of the first volume of this series, I
have come across an interesting work by Mr. Edwin
Johnson, entitled, 'The Rise of Christendom' (Kegan Paul,
Trench, Trubner and Co., 1890). The object of his book
is apparently to prove that the religious literature of the
Jews and Christians is based upon the Koran and the
Chronicles of Tabari, and that the teachings of the Syna-
gogue and the Church followed the traditions of the
Mosque. He says ' the rise of Hebrew literature in Spain
from the latter decades of the tenth century, or from the
beginning of the eleventh, is a fact of the utmost importance